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Frankfort a National German Parliament elected by
universal suffrage, and if this body had proposed
quickly any rational plan for a union of Germany, the
chances of its adoption would have been very good,
for every government in the country had been forced
to give way before the fierce onslaught of the Liberal
movement. But unfortunately more than four months
of precious time were consumed in debating the pri-
mary rights of the citizen, and when these were finally
disposed of the tide was beginning to ebb. At last,
in March, 1849, a constitution was agreed upon, and
the imperial crown was tendered to the King of Prus-
sia ; but the offer came too late. Had it been made
in the preceding summer it might have been accepted,
but now the revolution had spent its force. Austria,
at first paralyzed by insurrection, had now recovered
from the shock, was rapidly putting down her rebel-
lious subjects, and under the able leadership of Prince
Schwartzenberg was determined to prevent any re-
organization of Germany which would diminish her
influence. After a feeble struggle Prussia yielded
to her more determined rival, the revolutionary move-
ment came to an end, and the old Confederation was
restored.

Again a period of reaction set in, which lasted about
ten years, when Germany was thrilled by the
events in Italy, and the Liberals again be- 1SmarC "
came powerful. Whether they would have avoided
their former mistakes and succeeded better it is im-
possible to say, for just at this time there appeared
upon the scene a man who was destined to stamp his